Water Development Commission

Mission and philosophy

The Wyoming Water Development Program was
founded on the sound philosophy of utilizing a portion
of the financial resources the state receives from the de-
velopment and use of its non-renewable resources, such
as coal, oil, and gas, to develop a renewable resource,
water. Water development is achieved by providing and
rehabilitating the infrastructure necessary to deliver water
to Wyoming citizens in an economical and environ-
mentally responsible manner and thereby preserving
Wyoming’s water entitlements for its future. Further,
sound water planning serves to promote the effective and
efficient use of available water resources.

The Wyoming Water Development Commission
(WWDC) provides funding assistance to public entities
for water supply projects, serves as the water planning
agency for the state, performs technical services for pub-
lic entities and other state agencies, and serves as the lead
state agency in managing Wyoming’s water investment
portfolio.

Results of outcomes

During FY05, the Water Development Office closed
19 planning appropriations and 17 construction ap-
propriations. Unspent appropriated funds in the amount
of $1,120,518 reverted to the appropriate water develop-
ment account. These funds were then available for re-ap-
propriation by the legislature. Applications for 33 new
projects were reviewed. Of these, 30 were accepted into
the program. An additional 27 projects were advanced
in the program, for a total of 57 legislatively approved
project appropriations.

Water Development Account I and II loans gener-
ated revenue of $5,516,288 in principal payments and
$3,688,985 in interest payments. All loan payments
were collected and there are no delinquencies in the loan
program.

The state’s repayment and operation/maintenance
obligations on Buffalo Bill, Fontenelle and Palisades
Reservoirs were met and all payments were received from
the state’s storage contractors.

The WWDC has two roles relevant to the instream
flow law. One is assigned by statute; the other is implied
by duty as the water development planning agency for
the state. To date, 97 applications for instream flow water
rights have been prepared by the Wyoming Game and
Fish Department. As of June 30, 2005, the WWDC has
published 79 feasibility studies.

The WWDC is conducting an ongoing statewide
water planning process. This is a dynamic, intensive
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General information
L. Michael Besson, Director

Agency contact
Mike Besson
777-7626
6920 Yellowtail Road
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002
Lbesso@state.wy.us

Year established and Reorganized
Established in 1979 and reorganized in 1982.

Statutory references
W.S. 41-1-106 through 41-1-108 and W.S. 41-2-101
through 41-2-124 and W.S. 41-3-1004

Authorized personnel
24 full time employees

Organizational structure
Planning division, construction division, river basin plan-
ning division, dams and reservoir division, administrative
services division

Clients served
Irrigation districts, conservancy districts, municipalities,
water and sewer districts, joint powers boards, improvement
and service districts, counties, and state agencies.

Budget information
Water Development Account I (Administration) $3,089,558
Water Development Account I (Projects) ......... 13,999,576
Water Development Account II (Projects).......... 6,663,522
TOtal c.vverreieeeeeteeeteeteeee s $23,752,656
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effort that will be updated every five to seven years on a
statewide basis. Each cycle will culminate in the comple-
tion and update of river basin plans for the entire state.
These plans will include compilation of an exhaustive
water resources database, as well as an analysis of future
water demands, and water development opportunities
that could satisfy those demands.

The first cycle of the river basin plans have been com-
pleted and a framework plan is being prepared for the
entire state. With the completion of the framework plan,
the update process will be initiated for each of the com-
pleted river basin plans on a five to seven year cycle. This
process will ensure that current, accurate water resources
information is always available.

The WWDC is conducting an extensive public out-
reach effort as part of the river basin planning process,
including formation of basin advisory groups (BAGs),
presentations to interest groups, informational presenta-
tions and displays at conferences, etc. The BAGs serve as
an information exchange mechanism for the river basin
planning process and have been invaluable in identifying
basin water issues. These groups are also being utilized in
review of draft products received from river basin plan-
ning consultants. During FY05, 24 BAG meetings were
held by the Water Development Office.

A river basin planning website is being maintained to
provide a quick and accurate mechanism whereby current
information can be provided to BAGs, the general pub-
lic, agencies, and others. Peak activity on the website was
150,000 accesses per month, with a steady upward trend.
The website will be the primary presentation mechanism
for river basin plans.

Strategic plan changes

The Wyoming Water Development Commission will
continue to develop and fund water projects, within
budgetary restraints, to preserve and protect Wyoming’s
water. River basin planning efforts will continue as a
valuable tool for future water development.
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